
SECOND GRADE
Second grade is a critical year of learning for your child. At this point,
2nd graders are beginning to use inference to dive more deeply into the
comprehension of their reading. They need to understand and use more
complex vowel patterns to decode and read fluently. 
Below are examples of second grade end-of-the-year benchmarks. 

LEVEL M

LEVEL M
FICTION READER

NON-FICTION READER

A Level M reader should be able to:
*Read with expression and phrasing
*Recognize main idea, problem and
solution and concisely summarize story
*Determine and analyze author's
purpose and support with text
*Explain why events and characters are
important to the story.
*Connect self and similar experiences
to story

A level M non-fiction reader can:
*Read fluently
*Recall 4 or more facts
*Tell how the author organized the
text *Infer or reach a conclusion:
Did you change your mind after

reading the text? Do you agree with
the author's point of view?
*Identify how the author used
illustrations and other graphics to help
 the reader understand the text.

You can help! Read to and with your child - and ask questions!:
 *What did you wonder about? *What did that story make you think about? 
 *Pick an important event in the story. Why was it significant?
 *Did you relate to a character in the story?
*Tell me about the book's genre. 
*(Non-fiction) What did the author want you to learn?



2ND GRADE 
SKILLS

WHAT CAN 
YOU DO ?

Incontrovertible research tells us 
that children who are read to/read
at home are profoundly more 
successful than their peers who
do not have that reading time. 
Reading benefits include:
 Mental Stimulation 
Stress Reduction 
Vocabulary Expansion
 Memory 

Stronger Analytical Thinking Skills. 
Improved Focus and Concentration 

Better Writing Skills
 

2nd grade readers study
skills to help them read: 
*r-controlled vowels
 ar, er, ir, or, ur
*long vowel patterns 
*Inflectional endings
 -s, -es, -ed, -ing
*root words, pre & suffixes 
*similes, synonyms, antonyms 
*verbs, nouns, adjectives 
*subjects and predicates

Please read with your child!

2nd grade Wonders high frequency words


